CLEMENCEAU

So plebiscite meant one-man rule. That is not to say, as so
many argue nowadays, that the complete vote of the democracy
on|such an issue must of necessity be wrong; but it does
affirm that a thoroughly educated, responsible democracy,
accustomed to be appealed to directly on all matters of im-
portance, is a necessity before we can have any certainty that
the people will go right. Even if they go wrong, as in this case of
Napoleon III, it is better in the long run that they should
learn by their own errors than that the blunders of ihe domi-
nant classes should be forced upon them. Great social and
political problems can rarely be solved even by the greatest
genius. And the genius himself, supposing him to exist,
cannot rely upon providing his country with a successor.
On the whole, consequently, it is less dangerous to human
progress that we should risk such a reactionary vote EH that
which seated Napoleon III at the Tuileries *han give no
peaceful outlet whatever to popular opinion.

But the democrats and republicans, radicals and socialists
of Paris, who saw all their most cherished ideals crushed by
the voice of the people whom they were anxious to lead to
higher things, and beheld a travesty of Napoleonic Imperialism
suppressing all freedom of political thought and writing, were
not disposed to philosophise about the excuses for a popular
decision which led to such unpleasant results for them. They
had welcomed the abdication of Louis Philippe and the instal-
lation of the Eepublic as the beginning of a new era not only
for Paris but for all France, after the reactionary clericalism
of Louis XVIII and Charles X, followed by the chilly middle-
class rule of the Orleanist monarch. But now a pinchbeck
Napoleonism, with much sterner repression, weighed upon all
that was most progressive and brilliant in the capital city. It
was a bitter disappointment, not to be softened by the reflection
that Prance herself was still far from th$ economic and social
stage where their aspirations could be realised.

Thus Napoleon III was master of Prance and, feeling that
war was advisable in order to strengthen his position at home,
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